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Higher EducationHigher EducationHigher EducationHigher EducationHigher Education
Education and ChildrenEducation and ChildrenEducation and ChildrenEducation and ChildrenEducation and Children

What’s HappeningWhat’s HappeningWhat’s HappeningWhat’s HappeningWhat’s Happening
• About half of Central Texas high school

graduates go on to attend a Texas public
higher education institution - 6,475
students in Fall 2005. Half of these
attend a college or university in Central
Texas (3,353).

• An unknown percent of the remainder of
Central Texas high school graduates
attend private or out-of-state institutions,
or do not enroll in any higher education.
The lack of these additional data limits a
comprehensive trend assessment of this
indicator.

Ideal SIdeal SIdeal SIdeal SIdeal State:tate:tate:tate:tate: Central Texas schools meet the educational
needs of all students through a system of educational
excellence in a safe and inclusive community.

Current SCurrent SCurrent SCurrent SCurrent Statetatetatetatetate: Even though 1 in 4 Central Texas high
school graduates attends higher education in the region,
significant gaps persist between race/ethnic groups.

ConnectionsConnectionsConnectionsConnectionsConnections
Perhaps the best venue for promoting sustainability with the next generation is the public and private education system.
The vast importance of education as an influence on future prospects of success — for citizens, for communities, and
for the entire region — is well demonstrated by the power of education as a political issue. Despite the many demon-
strations of strong correlations in what drives a child’s interest in education and the value of education to life long
success, gaps continue to widen for some populations.

SSSSStatustatustatustatustatus: Keep Watch

TTTTTrendrendrendrendrend: Improving

SourceSourceSourceSourceSource: page 107

• With the regional population, Hispanics and those of “some
other” race are most likely to have less than a high school
education.

Indicators - Education and Children

Educational Attainment, 2000
U.S. Census Bureau; Austin-Round Rock MSA
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High School Grads in Texas Public Higher Ed., 2005
Texas Education Agency

(does not include private or out-of-state institutions)
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• A majority believe that having more Texans enrolling and
succeeding in higher education is important to the strength
of the state in the future.

• Over 70% of respondents see college as too expensive,
even when considering the availability of financial aid.

• Almost 80% believe that attending college may not be right
or appropriate for everyone.

• Half of the Central Texas grads in Texas public colleges and
universities enroll in one the seven public institutions in
Central Texas.

• Just over 60% of CTSIP survey respondents believe society
has a responsibility to help more poor and minority students
get into college.

• However, there is a significant disparity in the strength of
this belief among respondents based on their race/ethnicity.

ConnectionsConnectionsConnectionsConnectionsConnections
While our regional in-state college going rates are positive, improvement is possible and necessary. Emerging efforts
show increasing focus on improving our regional educational system as part of a statewide initiative called “Closing the
Gaps,” including the SkillPoint Alliance/Ray Marshall Center High School Graduate Data Center and the more recently
formed Education Equals Economics - E3 Alliance.

Indicators - Education and Children

Central Texas High School Grads in Higher Ed.
Texas Education Agency; Austin-Round Rock MSA
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Societal Responsibility to Improve College Access
CTSIP Survey 2006; Austin-Round Rock MSA

0%

20%

40%

60%

Disagree
strongly

Disagree
somew hat

Neutral Agree
somew hat

Agree
strongly

Pe
rc

en
t r

es
po

nd
en

ts

White Afr. Amer. Hispanic Other

Perception of Higher Education
CTSIP Survey 2006; Austin-Round Rock MSA
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College is too expensive, even with aid
College just isn't for everyone
Texas will be strong even w/o more Texans in college




