INDICATORS

Philanthropy & Volunteerism
Participation in the Arts
Neighborliness

Civic Participation

This section of the 2006 Biennial Report supported by

CTSIP Survey 2006 data in this section partially supported by

United Way - Capital Area
Mattsson-McHale Foundation

Indicators - Engagement 53



Engagement

Philanthropy and Volunteerism

Ideal State: Central Texans are engaged in their
communities and participate in civic processes.

Current State: More than 2 of 5 Central Texans recently
volunteered for charitable causes and slightly over 1 in 3
donated at least $100 over the past year.

Volunteering at Least Five Hours
CTSIP Suney 2006
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What's Happening

* While trends in volunteering vary slightly
by county, they have remained consis-
tently between 40% and 50% since
2002, jumping appreciably in Bastrop and
Caldwell Counties in the most recent
survey.

* In 2006, more people volunteered time
than donated money in our region’s less
affluent counties, while the opposite was
true for our region’s more affluent
counties (not shown).

* A majority of Central Texans do not focus their personal

philanthropy on the present but rather on future outcomes. CTSIP Survey 2006: Austin-Round Rock MSA

Perception of Philanthropy

* A majority of respondents stated they would give more 40%

(time or money) if they knew what the community really
needed.
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Connections

In addition to the personal philanthropy captured by the CTSIP Survey, corporate and foundation philanthropy can make
up a significant share of the economic activity in social equity and health programs that would otherwise fall to govern-

ment to sustain.
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Perception of Philanthropy as Very Important
CTSIP Survey 2006; Austin-Round Rock MSA
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* Over 3,500 organizations were registered as nonprofits in
Central Texas with the Internal Revenue Service in early
2006, up 27% since 2000.

* Over 70% of these were based in Travis County, including
many statewide organizations, contributing to the large
number of registered organizations.

* Human services and education focused organizations
represent half of all charities registered in Central Texas,
and they hold almost 70% of reported charitable assets
(over $4.2 billion). This distribution is heavily affected by
very large organizations registering in Austin as the state
capitol (not shown).

Connections

* Over 40% of people living in Central Texas between 11 and

40 years believe that volunteering for their community is
“very important.” Over 80% of people living in the region
less than 40 years believe volunteering is “somewhat” or
“very important” (not shown).

* About 30% of people living in Central Texas over 6 years

believe donating money to their community is “very impor-
tant.” Just under 75% of people living in the region less than
40 years believe donating money is “somewhat” or “very
important” (not shown).

e Over half of those living in Central Texas between 11 and

30 years donated at least $100 in the past year.

* Over half of those living in the region between 11 and 40

years volunteered at least 5 hours in the past two months.

Registered Charitable Organizations, 2006
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Efforts such as the CTSIP and the United Way Capital Area’s inaugural Community Agenda Project, a ten county effort
to identify priorities from a community and client perspective as well as a service provider perspective, could have a

noticeable affect on personal philanthropy in Central Texas.
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Engagement
Participation in the Arts

Ideal State: Central Texas communities provide all Status: Keep Watch
persops_exceptlonal opportqn_ltles for z_and easy access Trend:  Improving
to artistic and cultural activities of their choice.

: Source: page 108
Current State: More people report attending cultural Pag

activities.
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Connections

The health of our regional arts is directly related to the health of our regional economy. The creation of economically
useful new ideas (through individual creativity and talent) is replacing the use of physical resources (traditional manufac-
turing) as a key driver of local and regional economic development. Talented workers are choosing places to live based
on atown, city, or region’s cultural amenities and opportunities. To fully understand this emerging dynamic, a regional
cultural assessment should be conducted to identify existing regional cultural amenities (facilities, programming, and
participation opportunities), including an analysis of both audiences’ expectations and desires and the roles of Austin and
surrounding towns in the building of a region-wide cultural vitality.
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Engagement

Neighborliness

Ideal State: Central Texans know their neighbors and
can call on them for assistance if needed.

Current State: Three of four people in every county in
the region are comfortable with their neighbors.

status: EGTEMVENN

Trend: Holding
Source: page 108

"Very" or "Somewhat" Comfortable Asking for Help
CTSIP Surwey 2006
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What’s Happening

Texans are comfortable with asking a
neighbor for help.

* The gap between counties in any year
has not changed since 2000; neighborli-
ness is prevalent throughout the region.

e The trend is unchanged - 75% of Central
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comtortable asking a neighbor tor neip. CTSIP Survey 2006; Austin-Round Rock MSA
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Connections

Neighborliness, as measured in the CTSIP Survey with by “trust,” is inherently a subjective, qualitative issue. Trust is
built within a neighborhood in many different ways, all of which involve some level of inter-personal engagement,
whether formal through a neighborhood association, business group, or church, or informal through casual or virtual
contact (email lists, web) - it is also directly affected by the real and perceived change of the neighborhood in response
to economic forces, crime rates, and turnover (the churn of people moving out and moving in).
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Engagement

Civic Participation

Ideal State: All Central Texans are engaged in their
communities and participate in the civic process.

Current State: Voting in national elections is slowly
increasing. A majority of Central Texans find multiple

ways to participate other than voting.

Status: Keep Watch
Trend: Improving
Source: page 108

What's Happening

 Over the past several years local elec-

tion turnout has fallen in every county

except Travis according to the CTSIP

methodology used from 1999 through

2003.

e Due to the complex nature of overlap-
ping jurisdictions, double-counting of

voters, and lack of record-keeping on

local voting trends, the CTSIP will

undertake a local voting research

project over the next two years to
improve this measure.

Voter Turnout, November General Elections
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* Research shows that survey respondents, such as those
participating in the CTSIP Survey, will exaggerate or
idealize their self-reported behavior, such as voting partici-
pation or church attendance.

* Assuming this respondent behavior is equally prevalent
across race/ethnicity, there are still significant gaps be-
tween the voting participation of race/ethnic groups - gaps
which are consistent with available actual voter participa-
tion data.

* Also consistent across race/ethnicity, there are one-third
fewer people that voted in the most recent local election as
in the most recent statewide election.

Connections
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Central Texans, and not just Austinites, are well skilled at intervening in political processes directly, through public
hearings, media campaigns, and even protests, but voter turnout varies widely between different communities, based on
ethnicity, geography, and especially income. Of course, civic engagement is broader than just voting and is possible and
necessary on almost any issue related to economy, safety, health, social equity, education, environment, or land use.
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Called Blected Officials
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Civic Engagement by Age

CTSIP Survey 2006; Austin-Round Rock MSA

\oted in Local Elections —_

Spiritual/Relig. Group
|

Govt. Workshop

Neigh. Association

Business Group %
Enviro/Equity Group

I ]
PTA/School-related E—ﬁ
1

i

0% 20% 40%

60%

Percent respondents

80%

[018-24 [25-34 @35-44 m@45-54 @55-64 W65+ ‘

Voted in Local Hections

Civic Engagement by Length of Residence
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* Over half of Central Texans feel at least somewhat well
informed about their community, with at least another 25%
feeling very well informed (not shown). African-Americans
have a higher percentage of feeling very well informed.

* In 2006, as in 2004, almost 85% of the regional population
got involved in at least one activity at the local level in the
past year as a result of their concern for the future of their
community. While 12% did nothing, almost 60% did at least
three activities.

* Additional civic engagement varies by age. Younger people
are more likely to not engage at all or work with a environ-
mental or social equity related group. Middle-aged people,
many of whom are employed and contributing to a family,
engage more with school related activities, environmental
and equity groups and elected officials. Older and retire-
ment age people focus on elected officials, religious groups
and government sponsored workshops.

e In the 2004 Report, engagement was profiled by race/
ethnicity.

* Age and length of residence within Central Texas have an
inherent relationship (a 25 year old cannot have lived in the
region over 30 years), but there are several distinct differ-
ences in engagement patterns.

* Contact with elected officials jumps after 10 years living in
the region.

* Spiritual/religous groups have the most consistent level of
engagement regardless of length of residence in Central
Texas.
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