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Public Safety
Community Safety

* Violent crimes make up four of the seven crimes that make - ,
. Indexed Violent Crime
up the UCR and are less comm_on than property crimes. In Texas Dept. of Pubic Safety; Austin-Round Rock MSA
Central Texas, the number of violent offenses reported has 000
been increasing since 1998, when it was at an all-time low "
of 4,341, to over 5,100 in 2004. £ 4,000 -
. . . 5]
Property crimes are much more common, increasing from T oo
48,915in 1998 to 58,979 in 2004. S
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Ideal State: People in Central Texas communities are Status: [JDGIRGNEIN
safe from crime. Trend:  Holding
: Reported crime rates continue a stead
Cunentsmug P ) y Sources: page 106
overall decline throughout the region.
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’ .
Uniform Crime Rates What’s Happenmg
U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigations ¢ \While the urban core of Austin continues
10,000 - to experience higher rates of crime, the
o 8000 overall trend in crime within each of the
g © 1 ./‘\.M five counties appears to be declining or
§ 6,000 - holding steadly.
g * Only Caldwell County experienced an
@ 4000 - —2 increase in crime from 2003 to 2004, but
£ T u this cannot be identified as a trend within
G 2000 - Caldwell County at this time.
0 : : : : : : ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ .| ° The Uniform Crime Rate (UCR) is
1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 defined by the Federal Bureau of
m - Bastrop —A— Caldwell “& Hays Investigations (local defir{itions may
—@— Travis, excl. Austin Williamson —@— Cityof Austin vary) and allows comparisons over
time and between areas.

Connections
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Citizens should both to be and to feel safe. Measures of both actual and perceived public safety work hand in hand with
other indicators — economic prosperity (or its absence); health and social welfare and services; community engage-
ment; equity across cultural and income boundaries; and regional land-use and transportation patterns.

Social perception of things getting worse in any of these areas can drive both community and political engagement more
so than actual numbers, but perhaps especially so when a single incident of violent crime occurs, particularly if an
incident involves police officers or touches on race/ethnic tension.
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* Over 50% of respondents to the 2006 CTSIP Survey in

each of the five counties do not believe that crime rates are

increasing.

* While actual violent crimes in the region rose slightly, at
least 70% of the residents in each of the counties do not

believe that violent crime has increased.

 Urban Travis County and rural Caldwell County share

roughly equal perceptions of crime trends.

* Perception of more crime is lowest in Williamson County.

Perception of Safety
CTSIP Survey 2006; Austin-Round Rock MSA
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* People living below the poverty line in Central Texas are
more than three times more likely to feel afraid in their
communities, whether at night or in the day, than their
higher income counterparts.

* Women are almost three times more likely than men to feel
afraid in their own neighborhoods, both during the day and
at night.

Connections

Law enforcement and criminal justice take up a sizeable, growing portion of local public spending. The region now
confronts the need not only to find new resources but to adopt new models of prevention, policing, and corrections that
use resources more wisely, not solely within their own jurisdictions, but also in fast-growing areas that experience rapid
demographic shifts, and in areas that lie within overlapping jurisdictions
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Public Safety
Safe Families

Ideal State: Central Texas is a community in which all

persons live in a safe home environment.

Current State: Rates of reported domestic abuse are

declining, but child abuse rates are gradually increasing.

Status: Keep Watch
Trend: Holding
Sources: page 106

Family Violence

140 Texas Department of Public Safety
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Adult abuse generally refer to complaints related to the
care or assistance of adults with disabilities or seniors
over 65 years of age.

All Central Texas counties have had lower rates of adult
abuse than the state for the past two years.

What’s Happening

* Travis County, which for several years
had higher rates of reported intimate
partner violence than the state average,
is now below the state average.

* Only Williamson County had an increase
in reported intimate partner violence
incidents in the most recent year avail-
able.

e These data only reflect reported
incidents of domestic violence.

Cases/ 1,000 adults

Adult Abuse

Texas Dept. of Family and Protective Services
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Connections

A Texas Council on Family Violence (TCFV) 2004 statewide survey found that three of four Texans know someone
who has been affected by intimate partner violence. No matter the type of family violence, victims face both the chal-
lenge of reporting abuse as well as the capacity of the justice system to then handle their report, offer protection, and

20

ensure the abuse will stop.

Regional efforts in mental health care, in child protective services, in family violence prevention, in school safety, educa-
tion and economic development all create an impact on public safety.
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Confirmed Victims of Child Abuse
0Texas Dept. of Family and Protective Services
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* Youth who are serious and chronic criminal offenders from
Travis County have higher rates of being committed to the
Texas Youth Commission than similar youth from the
remainder of the region.

» Statewide, 35% of TYC committments had a history of
being abused or neglected as children (not shown).

e The small number of committments in Central Texas
counties other than Travis makes county level rates
unreliable.

* The most rural counties, Bastop and Caldwell, have the
highest rates of reported child abuse.

* All counties but Williamson County had rates higher than
the state rate in 2005.

* The highest rates of re-currence of child abuse (same child
becoming a victim again) are in the more urban counties,
Travis and Williamson counties.

* Perhaps more disturbing for a community than confirming a
child abuse victim is having that same child become a victim
again. Over one in six of the children removed from abusive
environments in 2000 in Central Texas were reconfirmed as
victims by 2005.

Serious Youth Offenders
Texas Youth Commission
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Connections

Overall statewide, Texas Youth Commission offenders were 43% Hispanic, 33% African-American, 23% White; their
median reading and math achievement level was 5th grade (five years behind their peers), 62% came from low-income
homes, and 11% had family members with mental impairments.
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Public Safety
Equity in Law Enforcement

4 )
Ideal State: All Central Texans have equal access to Status: Keep Watch
justice, education, and economic advancement without Trend:  Holding
regard to race/ethnicity. '
: : Sources: page 106
Current State: African American youth and adults face bag
consistently higher rates of arrest. )
y .
Youth Arrests by Race/Ethnicity What's Happenmg
Texas Department of Public Safety * Rates of arrest of African-American
300 Travis County; Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Williamson Counties youths remain higher, often twice as
£, | high, as rates for all other groups.
5 200 . e Rates of arrest of Hispanic youths
§. 150 remain consistently lower than rates for
] | Whites and African-Americans, despite
g 100 - .\I\-\./. 0_0\0\/ the more rapidly growing Hispanic youth
T e — “‘\‘—\/ population.
< . , w - =
0 —— % ' = = Ae——X e The CTSIP disaggregated Travis
2000 ‘ 2001 ‘ 2002 ‘ 2003 ‘ 2004 | 2000 ‘ 2001 ‘ 2002 ‘ 2003 ‘ 2004 County data to isolate the significant
Four Counties Travis County change in Travis County from overall
regional trends.
‘—o—White —m— Afr.-Amer. —«— Am. Ind. Asian —a— Hispanic ‘
AdUIt Arrests by Race/Ethnicity o A_frlcan-Amerlcan adults were consistently arrested at
2 Texas Dept. of Public Safety: Austin-Round Rock MSA higher rates than all other groups from 1999 to 2004.
£ * Detail data about adult arrests show that Whites and
8 1007 Hispanics are most likely to be arrested for drunkeness,
8 120 African-Americans for drug possession, and Asians for
é 80 | % theft (not shown).
‘é 40 |
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Connections
Race and ethnicity seem a inevitable element of many law enforcement discussions. Perceptions of inequitable treat-
ment by law enforcement, even if contrary to data — by racial bias, racial profiling, the use of excessive force —
corrode public trust and community cohesion and diminish the effectiveness of public safety agencies. New laws and
procedures have been placed on law enforcement to alleviate racial profiling, but reversing these perceptions can take
years of effort, yet may be undermined by a single tragic event.
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Confidence in Local Law Enforcement
CTSIP Survey 2006; Austin-Round Rock MSA

60%

 The majority of residents of all ethnicities have “some” or
“great” deal of confidence in local law enforcement.

2 » However, whites are most likely to have some or great
3 Joot confidence in local law enforcement, with 80% of whites
g ° ] expressing such confidence.
GJ - - -
= 20% - * Forty percent of African-Americans have “little” or “no”
% ’—._‘ ’_h confidence in local law enforcement, which is double the
& 0w A rate for Whites and Hispanics (less than 20%).
Great deal of Some Little
confidence confidence  confidence conf|dence
O White @ Afr. Amer. W Hispanic O Other ‘
- - — * Fewer than 50% of African-Americans have confidence in
Confidence in Criminal Courts L. ) 0
. CTSIP Survey 2006; Austin-Round Rock MSA our criminal courts, yvhlle over 65% of all other groups
o 00% express confidence in the criminal courts.
é
5 40% |
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confidence confidence confidence confidence
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. . L
Confidence in Probation and Parole System The probation and parole co_mponent of the crlmlqaljustlce
. CTSIP Survey 2006; Austin-Round Rock MSA system earns the least confidence among all ethnlc groups
o 60% in the region — barely 50% of each of the ethnic groups
5 express confidence in the probation and parole systems.
S 40% . - —
g8 * This snapshot of attitudes toward our justice system lends a
0] . - . . -
= 200 - quantifiable weight to the conventional wisdom in some
S ’_.:L minority communities of serious inequities in the justice
& 0% _E-_| system.
Great deal of Some Little
confidence confidence confidence confldence
‘ O White I Afr. Amer. W Hispanic O Other ‘
Connections

Youth at risk for violence, drug abuse and delinquency are typically initially identified in the public school setting where
various intervention services are provided, as well as some off-campus programs. Early intervention with at risk youth
helps to promote safe schools and safe communities, high school completion, and keeping them from entering the

juvenile and criminal justice system.
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